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Here is the graphic used Sunday.  Several of you asked that we publish it so 
you could ponder and pray about how our church can become an even more 
“vital” Christian community. The graphic uplifts the four signs of a vital 
Christian church.  A vital church is made up of: 
 
    1. Individuals who are intentional about spiritual formation. 

 

    2. Individuals who identify their gifts and use for personal ministry 
within  and beyond the local congregation. 

 

    3. A corporate body of believers that is nurturing, full of praise, and     
operates out of a shared vision 

 

    4. A corporate body that reaches into the community and world with    
transforming love and ministry. 

 
 

The graphic uplifts the importance of the individual Christian and the general personality of a congregation. Some of the questions 
the graphic raises  include: 
 

   1.   How’s your personal spiritual life?  What are you doing to form your own soul? 
  2.   How’s your personal ministry life?  What are you specifically doing to help the church be the church? 
  3.   How’s the worship, study, welcoming and nurturing life of our congregation? 
  4.   How’s the outreach of our church into the neighborhood, community and world? 

 
 We want to and need to be the most “vital” United Methodist Congregation we can be! 

 Labyrinth Available 
 Our indoor, canvas labyrinth will be available this Monday, 
June 16, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the Christian Activity Center. 
Please share this news with your friends & avail yourselves of this 
opportunity to deepen your spiritual life. 

 
Donuts For Dads This Sunday!! 

 Calling all Dads! Your children, ages 3 through 5th graders, invite you to 
share a donut, juice and Sunday School with them in honor of Father’s Day. 
Join us in Room 125 for our Sunday School opening 
and donuts. Then 
travel to Sunday 
School with your 
child and enjoy a 
Bible lesson. 
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By Our Faithfulness… 
Presence    6-8             
Sunday School   201    
Youth      18      
        
Worship Service  6-8 
8:30 Service   156 
9:50 Service     24     
11:00 Service   175         
Epiphany      29       
Nursery      16       
 Total    400 
 
Offering:    June 1:  $20,789 June 8:  $15,142 
 
We Are Family:   

 

Acolytes:       
 June 15:    8:30  Taylor Turner 
   11:00 Ryan Flaten 

 

Sound Operator: 
 June 15:   8:30  Ray Peed 
   11:00  Brad Beardmore 

 

Scripture Readers: 
 June 15:   8:30  Joe Gorman 
   11:00  Tammy Padgett 

 

Counters: 
 June 15:  Dora Bearden/Tommy White 

 

Children’s Time:  
 June 15:  Paul Calkin 

 

Hospitality Time:  
 June 15:   Good News Class 
 June 22:     Welcome/Nurture Committee 
  
Prayers: 
Phil Ball, Bradford Village, Skilled Nursing 
BJ Stevenson, Bradford Village, Skilled Nursing 
Diane Dahl, home 
 
 
Birth:   Congratulations to Dennis and Ami Black on the birth 
of their son, Max, born June 6.  
 
 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Irene Enterline 
June 2, 2008 

 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” 

 
 

Calendar of Event 
Sunday, June 15 

      8:30, 9:50, 11:00 a.m.  Worship Services 
    9:00, 9:45 a.m.      Sunday School Classes 
 12:00 p.m.  Epiphany Rehearsal—107 CAC 
   5:00 p.m.  Mustard Seed Choir 
   7:30 p.m.  Chinese Volleyball—CAC 
      Monday, June 16 
 10:00 a.m.  Sr. Citizen Volleyball—CAC 
   6:00 p.m.  Labyrinth—CAC 
   7:00 p.m.  Scouts—Main 
      Tuesday, June 17 
   6:30 p.m.  Sr. Volleyball—CAC 
   6:30 p.m.  Tae Kwon Do—107 CAC 
   7:00 p.m.  CAC Building Committee-207M 
       Wednesday, June 18 
   7:00 p.m.  University Parenting Board Mtg.—207M 
   7:30 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m.  Bell Choir—B4 
              Thursday, June 19 
   6:30 p.m.  Tae Kwon Do—107 CAC 
   7:00 p.m.  Technology Committee—205M 
    Friday, June 20 
   9:00 a.m.  PALS Volleyball—CAC 
 10:00 a.m.  Sr. Volleyball—CAC 

 
Adult Vacation Bible School 

Answers Questions! 
 Have you ever wondered about what happens to the things 
you put into your recycling bin at the curb? Do you know what 
you can recycle? Have you wondered if you are doing all you 
can to lower your energy bills, or extend your gas mileage? Do 
you know how to gauge the efficiency of light bulbs? Do you 
know how to read your electric and gas bills to know how much 
utilities you use on a monthly basis? Do you know how your 
utilities compare to neighboring homes and businesses? Do you 
know whether it is more efficient to turn off your car at railroad 
crossings or just let it run until the train has gone by? 
 These and other questions will be answered at the Adult 
Vacation Bible School sessions on July 21 – 25. You will learn 
what it means to be “Stewards of Creation.” The evening begins 
with a snack supper at 5:00 p.m. with class sessions from 5:45 – 
7:45 p.m. You may register online at the church’s website 
(www.fumcedmond.org) or by calling the church office,         
405-341-0107  

 
VBS “Needs” List 

 Rainforest Adventure – a Treetop Bible Blast, our summer 
Vacation Bible School needs your paper towel rolls, your egg 
cartons, and your toilet paper rolls for crafts. Please save them 
for our VBS and bring them to the church office, or the crate in 
the Christian Activity Center. 
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Something To Live For! 

 Suicide is a tragic death! I’ve had to preach the funeral 
for a few suicides in my ministry. These funerals are hard, 
yet nothing compared to what the surviving families have to 
go through. There are so many questions. Why? Why?  
Why? And, there are few easy answers. Somehow, the     
deceased felt they had nothing to live for. Nothing or no one 
to give their lives to. So sad! Especially, when the reality is 
they did have something to give their lives to----if they had 
only seen and acknowledged it! 
 I think of the little girl in Whiz Kids who has a very 
rough home life. She could use a caring person. I think of the 
mother in Nigeria who wept because she didn’t have access 
to medications for her sick baby. She could have used a   
caring, generous person. I think our own children needing a 
loving Sunday School teacher. I think of the lonely woman in 
the hospital. I think of the young adult needing a role model.  
----the list goes on and on and on! There is no shortage of 
persons in this world who desperately NEED ANOTHER.  
And yet, some cannot seem to see that they really do have 
things and people to live for!  So sad! 
  Yes, we do have people and things to live for; to invest 
our life, time and energy in! Investing in others energizes our 
soul.  Giving to others creates peace in those deep inner  
sanctums of our psyche. Spending time and giving heart to 
make life stronger for others is the birthplace of smiles of 
satisfaction. And, becoming involved in lifting another out of 
the pit of life can help shield us from debilitating depression; 
even suicide. It’s when our world becomes too ingrown, too 
small, too empty, too people-less, too uninvolved that we get 
into trouble. 
 Friend, all this simply affirms the importance of main-
taining a spiritual base and staying actively involved in 
church ministries, relational activities and community care.  
The best defense for discouragement, emptiness and emo-
tional suffering---is discipleship! Worship! Stay active in the 
community of faith!  Find ways to give!  Focus on the needs 
of others!  Live the life of an authentic disciple of Jesus---and
--- discover “the peace which surpasses all understanding!” 

 

   Grace, Danny 
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The New Focus of Epiphany 
 We worship well here at First United Methodist 
Church, Edmond. Each week we have somewhere between 
400 – 500 persons who worship in one of our four Sunday 
morning services. We have all of these services because one 
style does not meet the needs of all those who seek to find a 
place in our faith community. 
 Our Epiphany service was designed as a non-traditional 
service to reach out to a different group of people. Now the 
Epiphany service is again changing to meet the needs of our 
church family and those who look for a service that is differ-
ent from our traditional services. The new focus of the 
Epiphany service incorporates more music and makes better 
use of our worship area. 
 In addition, because of our renewing emphasis on utiliz-
ing the means of grace within our lives, we will offer the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion each week in our Epiphany 
Service. That Sacrament reminds us of the deep and abiding 
love that God has for us and that we are obliged to share with 
others. 
 Come join us! The Epiphany Service meets at 11:00 
a.m. in the Christian Activity Center building just to the 
north of the main building. For additional information, you 
may contact Rev. Paul Calkin at the church office, 341-0107, 
or e-mail him at paul@fumcedmond.org. 
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The United Methodist Messenger (USPS #000254) is published weekly, 
except the week of Memorial Day, the first week in July, the week of 
Thanksgiving Day, and the last week of December, by First United Methodist 
Church, 305 E. Hurd, Edmond, OK 73034. Periodicals Postage Paid, Edmond, 
OK.  POSTMASTER please send change of address to The United Methodist 
Messenger, P.O. Box 390, Edmond, OK 73083 

 Periodicals 
Postage 
  PAID 

Edmond, OK 

First United Methodist Church 
P. O. Box 390 
Edmond, OK 73083 
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