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Wednesdays at First (W@1)

1% Wednesday Fellowship Dinner

Our Wednesdays @ First (W@1st) activities beginvéednesday, September 3, with a congregational Wweliip
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Christian Activities @emn We will gather as a congregation to sharentkal together and
then be led in a brief worship service to concltidemeal.

W@1* Classes for Adults
Also beginning Wednesday, September 3 will be thartsterm study/spiritual growth opportunities fatults. These
classes will meet from 7 — 8 p.m. following the trexad worship each week.

The first is aCreative Writing/Devotional Class The class will work on some creative writing jpais
together, including devotional for Advent and bisédries of faith. Led by Rev. Paul Calkin, thiasd is a good
way to tap into the budding writer inside you ahdre your faith. For more information, or to enrplease call
Rev. Paul Calkin at the church office (405-341-01@7e-mail him apaul@fumcedmond.org

The second opportunity is to be part of Brayer Shawl Ministry. This group of caring and prayerful people
enjoys knitting and crocheting. They welcome alll $kvels, from beginners to expert. This groupkes prayer
shawls for those experiencing a time of transitidmallenge, crisis, or need. For more informatamto enroll
please call the church office (405-341-0107) orrHughes at 340-5963 orrabhhughes@cox.net

W@1* — for Our Elementary Children
The 3° — 8" graders of First UMC are invited to be a parttw handchime choir that will meet at 5:15 p.m.
Wednesdays, beginning September 3 in Room 228 wlWeehearse music to offer in worship on Sundags
Wednesdays. Join the fun and fellowship.

Our younger elementary children will have Bibler$tdlour at 5:15 as well. Bring your children for@2™ and
stay for snack supper and worship.

For other opportunities, please see the relatédeadnDisciple Bible StudiesandCompanions In Christ elsewhere in
this newsletter.

" H#E%& "




Page 2 First United Methodist Chiarc August 20, 2008

By Our Faithfulness...

Presence 8-17
Sunday School 194
Youth Float Trip 26
Worship Service 8-17
8:30 Service 146
9:50 Service 38
11:00 Service 160
Epiphany 55
Nursery _ 22
Total 421

Offering: Aug. 3: $21,321 Aug: 10 $11,766
Aug. 17: $ 13,011

We Are Family:
Acolytes:
Aug. 24: 8:30 Zach Heath
11:00 Turner Coleman

Sound Operator:
Aug. 24: 8:30 George Louthan
11:00 Pat Garrison

Scripture Readers:
Aug. 24: 8:30 Janie Johnson
11:00 Dennis Murray

Children’s Moment:
Aug. 24: Glennis Peterman

Counters:
Aug. 24: Steve Morey/Barb Denny

Hospitality Time:
Aug. 24: Church & Society
Aug. 31: Program Ministry

Prayers:
Jean JensenEpworth Alpha Davis, Bradford

Chris Wright , Mercy
Margaret Wright, Mary Ann French , Edmond Specialty
Loy Puffinbarger, home

New Members

We welcome the following who joined our church

family by transfer of letter Sunday, Aug. 17:

" J.D. & Katrina Shaklee, 1899 Lariat Trl, 73012,
348-6783. They have a son, Cal. Their daughtetrihéa
was received for Christian baptism.

Robert & Deborah Luthy, 7709 Scarlet Cir. 73025,
285-6570. They have two sons, Christian and Grant.

Nursery News! Infant, Toddler and Preschool Parent  s!

Please fill out a security sticker for each of your children as
they arrive for worship or Sunday School. This special
information, along with your contact information, will help us
keep your children happy and safe while they are in our
nursery.

Calendar of Events

Sunday, August 24
8:30, 9:50, 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
9:00, 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School Classes
12:00 p.m. Epiphany Rehearsal—107 CAC
12:00 p.m. Children’s SS Teacher Train-CAC
4:00 p.m. Wesley Bronco Bash
5:00 p.m. Jr./Sr, High UMYF—CAC
7:30 p.m. Chinese Volleyball—CAC
Monday, August 25
10:00 a.m. Sr. Citizen Volleyball—CAC
6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Rally—CAC
7:00 p.m. Scouts—Main
Tuesday, August 26
9:00 a.m. Preschool Teachers—107M
6:30 p.m. Sr. Volleyball—CAC
6:30 p.m. Tae Kwon Do—107 CAC
Wednesday, August 27
7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry—102M
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, August 28
6:30 p.m. Tae Kwon Do—107-8CAC
7:00 p.m. Preschool Parent Orientation—CAC
Friday, August 29
9:00 a.m. PALS Volleyball—CAC
10:00 a.m. Sr. Citizen Volleyball—CAC
Saturday, August 30
Choir Picnic—Stephenson Park

Many Gifts, One Body...

Estate Gifts are a wonderful way to remember your
church and help provide for its future ministry.r@hurch
recently received a generous gift from the estate o
Margaret Hamilton. Margaret obviously had a heant f
music and requested that we use this gift to beioefi
music ministry. To honor Margaret’s request, thastees
and the Finance Committee have voted to estabish a
Endowment with these funds, with the earnings tade
in the near term to finance choir scholarships. ewbur
new sanctuary is built, the money will be withdraas
needed to help fund relocation or purchase of a organ,
construction of the choir loft, or for other muselated
needs.

Gifts such as these enable us to provide for many
needs that our General Budget would not be able to
provide for. Since our church is a dynamic entitigh
ever changing ministries, unrestricted gifts arsoah
special blessing to the church. Such gifts enthesfuture
leaders to be good stewards and to utilize thofte fyir
the as yet unseen needs of our church and community
When you take time to create your will, you mostaiely
will want to leave gifts to those you love. Pleasdso
prayerfully consider a gift to your church.

Bill Turner
Chairman, Finance Committee
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Disciple Bible Studies for Fall 2008

Starting next month, you have the opportunity tg deeper
into the Word and gather with fellow believers ieking a
deeper faith. Here’s our fall line-up of classes:

Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY 1 -weekly sessions for 34
weeks, reading through most of the Bible.
No prerequisites.

COMPANIONS IN CHRIST -- Small Group Experi
ence in Spiritual Formation — 28 weekly sessions.

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. --
DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY 4-Under the Tree of
Life (Prerequisite — Disciple 1) weekly sessidois 32
weeks studying the OT (not Torah or Prophets),p8bs
of John, and Revelation.

If you would like to register to be a part ofyaof these
studies, contact the church office. Child caravailable upon
request. Make the commitment to grow. You'll bedsled by
the study and the fellowship.
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Let me introduce you...

The Holy Spirit is the fulfillment of a promise, @ will send
you a counselor, a comforter to be with you forevtire Spirit
of truth...” (John 14:16) What | hear in theserdgis that
there is a Holy presence available to us 24/7 #eaves to
guide, help, comfort and introduces us to the Rested Jesus.
When our culture uses the word Spirit or talks at&piritual-
ity, it may refer to a milieu of “spiritualities”ral lump them all
together as “Spirits you may draw from for poweresgth and
guidance”. There are some that turn to Tarot cafdsere are
others who use Astrology as their spiritual guided, others
that turn to Eastern mysticism for spiritual help.

Christians, when talking about the Spirit have afsvdnad a
single, identifiable Spirit in mind---the Holy Spirthe gift

from God the Creator, promised by Jesus and poatgcat
Pentecost. The emerging church, according to thaseéng

about the evolution of the church, is calling fonriStians to
affirm THE Holy Spirit and refrain from chasing erftlesser
gods. The early church expected its followersdcspiritual---
filled with the Spirit. But, it wasn’t any old gjti or spiritual-
ity. It was THE Holy Spirit they sought and opertadir lives
to receive.

THE Holy Spirit was the source of their inward lovEHE

Holy Spirit was what empowered their mission. THBN
Spirit indwelt each believer and created in thefts gor minis-

try. THE Holy Spirit empowered them to live “likeChrist

Jesus. THE Holy Spirit invited their confessionsl aifirmed

forgiveness in their hearts. THE Holy Spirit wasawtilled

them up to overflowing with authentic Christ-likerapassion,
joy, and peace. To try to build a Christian lifetvaut the in-
dwelling of the Holy Spirit would be like havingcar with no

gasoline. It would be like trying to humanly buddskyscraper
out of toothpicks. It would be like giving our cthien pictures
of food instead of giving them real food.

The emerging church is saying, “Christians it's radiout
spirituality, it's about THE Spirit”.

See you Sundayastor Danny
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Fall programming for us will launch this September, and MIDDLE SCHOOLERS!!I We're
we’ll be starting back up with d*groups and CELL groups starting a new format for Sunday
for high school & middle school. Be sure to let Thomas mornings, and it is going to be
know if you're coming! sweet! It's called “grapple.” We'll

start grapple the 1st Sunday of September. Here's

the catch: YOU have some prep work! There is a
College has officially kicked off this week @ UCO. One of the permission form your parents need to sign, because

hard things of college is leaving family. We want to try and we will be online during the week on mygrapple.com,
reach out to UCO students this year, and a great way to do doing all kinds of fun stuff! Voting on stuff for Sun-
that would be if we could “adopt” them, and be a family away day, playing online games, and TONS more! It's go-
from home. It's really simple, just love on a college kid. The ing to be awesome, so be sure to come Sunday
easiest way to do that is cheap food! (cookies, eat out with morning soon and check things out. (PARENTS:
them, etc) Would you be willing to adopt a college studentand  You'll be getting info about grapple, but know it's
love on them this year? If so, contact Thomas at church and 150% secure and safe for you student. PLEASE
we’'ll get you connected! contact me if you have questions or Vvisit

www.group.com/jhgrapple)

Last week during FISH week, we went to an awesome place in OKC called the refuge. While we were working there,
both of their lawn mowers died. Here’'s where we come in: if you have an old lawn mower lying around you don’t want
(and it works), would you consider donating it to the refuge? It will get some GREAT use serving people downtown.
Please contact Thomas if you'd like to help out.
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